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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM,  

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 
Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Middle Schools 2024  

YEAR 8  ENGLISH SOURCE BOOKLET 

In this booklet, you will find the texts which you need to read to be able to answer 

the Reading comprehension and Literature questions in the Main Paper. 
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Source C – Unseen Text 

Caractacus Potts has invented a flying car called Chitty Chitty Bang Bang. 

Baron Bomburst, ruler of Vulgaria, wants it, so he sends two spies to steal it. 

By mistake, the spies kidnap Potts’ 70-year-old father, John Potts. They take 

John to Baron Bomburst. We are in the Baron’s castle.   

Baron: Ladies and Gentlemen. Fellow Vulgarians. The entire Vulgarian nation 

wishes to welcome the brilliant Caractacus Potts, inventor extraordinaire. 

[The SPIES enter with John] 

Baron: Vhy, even now he is working on a car that floats on water. 

John: You mean Chitty Chitty Bang Bang? I think there’s been a bit of a mistake. 5 

Baron: Vhich he is now going to develop for Vulgaria and its greater… [Irritably] 

Vhat do you mean a mistake? 

John: I’m not Caractacus Potts.  

Baron: [To the GUARDS] Arrest him. 

John: [Afraid] Sorry, I meant that I am Caractacus Potts. 10 

Baron: Ah, and now… 

[Fanfare, as car is wheeled on, by six very old, frock-coated assistants] 

 The car! No time like the present. This is my car. Please work your magic 

on it, Professor Potts. These are your six assistants… my team of 

Inventors. 15 

Inventors: Hello. 

Baron: They are very old. If you can succeed in making my car float… 

John: Float! 

[SOLDIER 1 enters] 

Soldier 1: Baron Bomburst! We have seen a car flying across the border. 20 

Baron: Flying? The car flies?! [To JOHN] Vhy didn’t you tell me? You naughty boy. 

Very well, if you can fit my car with your float-fly feature, I will make you 

keeper of the Vulgarian purse. 

Baroness: If not, we vill make you into a sausage. 

John: I say. 25 

Baron: You have twenty-four hours. 

Baroness: You must meet the Toymaker. He’s a genius like yourself. He works night 

and day to make the most beautiful toys in the world. 

 [Ceremonial fanfare… as the BARON and BARONESS exit] 

John:  I hope that chap is jolly well joking. 30 



English – Year 8 – Track 2 – Source Booklet – 2024  Page 5 of 8 

Inventor 4: The Baron rarely makes jokes. 

Inventor 3: We had a bloke once came here, just like you. Tried. Failed. 

Inventor 1: Got made into a sausage. 

Inventor 2: They have terrible tortures. 

John: Good grief! 35 

Inventor 4: They stretch you and they shrink you if you don’t do what they want. 

Inventor 6: When I came here, I was five foot two. Now I’m six foot three. 

John: But dash it all, a car that floats let alone flies. That’s impossible! 

Inventor 1:  Nothing’s impossible. 

John: That’s what my son’s always saying. 40 

Inventor 2: We’ll help you, won’t we lads? 

Inventor 5: Noses to the grindstone. 

Inventor 3: And if at first you don’t succeed… 

John: Give up. 

Inventors: No! 45 

John: Yes! 

Inventors: No! 

(adapted from Chitty Chitty Bang Bang by Ian Fleming and Roald Dahl, 

https://issuu.com/mtiaus/docs/366-libvb)  

  

https://issuu.com/mtiaus/docs/366-libvb
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